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TASKS 

GROUP ONE: I AM STUPID?  

- Assignments (written, presentation preparation, excerpts)  

A. Find the typical formula from a classic fairy tale from the beginning of the story and 

describe the atypical ending. Why can't we call this a happy ending? What makes this 

story something different than a fairy tale? What is it lacking?  

B. Write a short description of the emperors character (write a moral/psychological profile) 

and describe the emperor's faults as a leader. Find the elements of humour and irony.  

C. Describe the emperors officials and describe the people of the nation. What kind of 

country do they live in? What are the reasons they have to be afraid?  

D. Explain the meaning of smart deceit: how does one position themselves so they don't 

appear stupid or incompetent for your service or social function? Does the „virtual“ suit 

have the power of the real one and if so, why?  

E. Each individual should try to honestly explain what they would do in the same situation. 

Would they tell the truth? Do a statistical analysis (for example, 4:1) Why do justice and 

truth more often win in fairy tales than in real life? Why and because of who nothing 

changed in the end? Why can we call this story an anti fairy-tale?  

 

GROUP TWO: I AM NARCISSISTIC?  

The students are given two illustrations and a text about the myth of Narcis. They are 

instructed to prepare a short presentation. They can use the Web for information.  

A. Verbally describe and explain both stories about Narciso. Explain the meaning of the 

world narcissistic and what are the psychological characteristics of a narcissist? Compare 

that to the character of the emperor from the fairy tale.  

B. Staring at one's reflection in the water and it's comparison to todays' phenomenon of 

the selfie. Is it a certain kind of addiction and does it change the way one looks at 

themselves? Why is it important to one to appear beautiful, attractive and perfect? Is it 

fashion, a trend or a requisite? How many selfies do you take a day, how many do you 

think you have on your phone? Why can that also be fun and entertaining? Connect the 

word selfie with the word selfishness, narcissism.  
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C. In which way do modern technologies dictate behaviour, trends and fashion? Instagram 

and Facebook etc.?  

D. What about the children today? Do you believe young kids should own smart phones? 

Do you already feel a difference between yourself and the youngest generation, where do 

you see the biggest change happening?  

E. Are politicians, people of power and celebrities today especially narcissistic, 

ostentatious, opulent and excessive? Critique this behaviour from the point of a socially 

sensitive individual. Explain and support that with examples.  

 

 

GROUP THREE: AM I A NARRATOR? The students are supplies with illustrations from 

a children’s picture book without words. For each illustration, they are instructed to prepare 

a verbal telling of the fairy tale to an imaginary 6-7 year old child in a simple and age 

appropriate manner. Five storytellers continue. 

 

 

GROUP FOUR: AM I AN ACTOR? Based on the supplied text, five students write a short 

dramatization of the stories and choose roles to play (working in pairs is allowed). Their 

assignment is to cut out paper symbols for their characters and to do a short performance 

which will showcase the key places and characters of the story. Focus on the humorous 

and satirical nature of the characters. 
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THE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES 

a translation of hans christian andersen's "keiserens nye klæder" by jean hersholt. 

 

Many years ago there was an Emperor so exceedingly fond of new clothes that he spent 

all his money on being well dressed. He cared nothing about reviewing his soldiers, going 

to the theatre, or going for a ride in his carriage, except to show off his new clothes. He 

had a coat for every hour of the day, and instead of saying, as one might, about any other 

ruler, "The King's in council," here they always said. "The Emperor's in his dressing room." 

 

In the great city where he lived, life was always gay. Every day many strangers came to 

town, and among them one day came two swindlers. They let it be known they were 

weavers, and they said they could weave the most magnificent fabrics imaginable. Not 

only were their colors and patterns uncommonly fine, but clothes made of this cloth had a 

wonderful way of becoming invisible to anyone who was unfit for his office, or who was 

unusually stupid. 

 

"Those would be just the clothes for me," thought the Emperor. "If I wore them I would be 

able to discover which men in my empire are unfit for their posts. And I could tell the wise 

men from the fools. Yes, I certainly must get some of the stuff woven for me right away." 

He paid the two swindlers a large sum of money to start work at once. 

 

They set up two looms and pretended to weave, though there was nothing on the looms. 

All the finest silk and the purest old thread which they demanded went into their traveling 

bags, while they worked the empty looms far into the night. 

 

"I'd like to know how those weavers are getting on with the cloth," the Emperor thought, 

but he felt slightly uncomfortable when he remembered that those who were unfit for their 

position would not be able to see the fabric. It couldn't have been that he doubted himself, 

yet he thought he'd rather send someone else to see how things were going. The whole 

town knew about the cloth's peculiar power, and all were impatient to find out how stupid 

their neighbors were. 
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"I'll send my honest old minister to the weavers," the Emperor decided. "He'll be the best 

one to tell me how the material looks, for he's a sensible man and no one does his duty 

better." 

 

So the honest old minister went to the room where the two swindlers sat working away at 

their empty looms. 

 

"Heaven help me," he thought as his eyes flew wide open, "I can't see anything at all". But 

he did not say so. 

 

Both the swindlers begged him to be so kind as to come near to approve the excellent 

pattern, the beautiful colors. They pointed to the empty looms, and the poor old minister 

stared as hard as he dared. He couldn't see anything, because there was nothing to see. 

"Heaven have mercy," he thought. "Can it be that I'm a fool? I'd have never guessed it, 

and not a soul must know. Am I unfit to be the minister? It would never do to let on that I 

can't see the cloth." 

 

"Don't hesitate to tell us what you think of it," said one of the weavers. 

 

"Oh, it's beautiful -it's enchanting." The old minister peered through his spectacles. "Such 

a pattern, what colors!" I'll be sure to tell the Emperor how delighted I am with it." 

 

"We're pleased to hear that," the swindlers said. They proceeded to name all the colors 

and to explain the intricate pattern. The old minister paid the closest attention, so that he 

could tell it all to the Emperor. And so he did. 
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The swindlers at once asked for more money, more silk and gold thread, to get on with 

the weaving. But it all went into their pockets. Not a thread went into the looms, though 

they worked at their weaving as hard as ever. 

 

The Emperor presently sent another trustworthy official to see how the work progressed 

and how soon it would be ready. The same thing happened to him that had happened to 

the minister. He looked and he looked, but as there was nothing to see in the looms he 

couldn't see anything. 

 

"Isn't it a beautiful piece of goods?" the swindlers asked him, as they displayed and 

described their imaginary pattern. 

 

"I know I'm not stupid," the man thought, "so it must be that I'm unworthy of my good office. 

That's strange. I mustn't let anyone find it out, though." So he praised the material he did 

not see. He declared he was delighted with the beautiful colors and the exquisite pattern. 

To the Emperor he said, "It held me spellbound." 

 

All the town was talking of this splendid cloth, and the Emperor wanted to see it for himself 

while it was still in the looms. Attended by a band of chosen men, among whom were his 

two old trusted officials-the ones who had been to the weavers-he set out to see the two 

swindlers. He found them weaving with might and main, but without a thread in their looms. 

 

"Magnificent," said the two officials already duped. "Just look, Your Majesty, what colors! 

What a design!" They pointed to the empty looms, each supposing that the others could 

see the stuff. 

 

"What's this?" thought the Emperor. "I can't see anything. This is terrible! 
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Am I a fool? Am I unfit to be the Emperor? What a thing to happen to me of all people! - 

Oh! It's very pretty," he said. "It has my highest approval." And he nodded approbation at 

the empty loom. Nothing could make him say that he couldn't see anything. 

 

His whole retinue stared and stared. One saw no more than another, but they all joined 

the Emperor in exclaiming, "Oh! It's very pretty," and they advised him to wear clothes 

made of this wonderful cloth especially for the great procession he was soon to lead. 

"Magnificent! Excellent! Unsurpassed!" were bandied from mouth to mouth, and everyone 

did his best to seem well pleased. The Emperor gave each of the swindlers a cross to 

wear in his buttonhole, and the title of "Sir Weaver." 

 

Before the procession the swindlers sat up all night and burned more than six candles, to 

show how busy they were finishing the Emperor's new clothes. They pretended to take 

the cloth off the loom. They made cuts in the air with huge scissors. And at last they said, 

"Now the Emperor's new clothes are ready for him." 

 

Then the Emperor himself came with his noblest noblemen, and the swindlers each raised 

an arm as if they were holding something. They said, "These are the trousers, here's the 

coat, and this is the mantle," naming each garment. "All of them are as light as a spider 

web. One would almost think he had nothing on, but that's what makes them so fine." 

 

"Exactly," all the noblemen agreed, though they could see nothing, for there was nothing 

to see. 

 

"If Your Imperial Majesty will condescend to take your clothes off," said the swindlers, "we 

will help you on with your new ones here in front of the long mirror." 

 

The Emperor undressed, and the swindlers pretended to put his new clothes on him, one 

garment after another. They took him around the waist and seemed to be fastening 

something - that was his train-as the Emperor turned round and round before the looking 

glass. 
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"How well Your Majesty's new clothes look. Aren't they becoming!" He heard on all sides, 

"That pattern, so perfect! Those colors, so suitable! It is a magnificent outfit." 

 

Then the minister of public processions announced: "Your Majesty's canopy is waiting 

outside." 

 

"Well, I'm supposed to be ready," the Emperor said, and turned again for one last look in 

the mirror. "It is a remarkable fit, isn't it?" He seemed to regard his costume with the 

greatest interest. 

 

The noblemen who were to carry his train stooped low and reached for the floor as if they 

were picking up his mantle. Then they pretended to lift and hold it high. They didn't dare 

admit they had nothing to hold. 

 

So off went the Emperor in procession under his splendid canopy. Everyone in the streets 

and the windows said, "Oh, how fine are the Emperor's new clothes! Don't they fit him to 

perfection? And see his long train!" Nobody would confess that he couldn't see anything, 

for that would prove him either unfit for his position, or a fool. No costume the Emperor 

had worn before was ever such a complete success. 

 

"But he hasn't got anything on," a little child said. 

 

"Did you ever hear such innocent prattle?" said its father. And one person whispered to 

another what the child had said, "He hasn't anything on. A child says he hasn't anything 

on." 

 

"But he hasn't got anything on!" the whole town cried out at last. 
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The Emperor shivered, for he suspected they were right. But he thought, "This procession 

has got to go on." So he walked more proudly than ever, as his noblemen held high the 

train that wasn't there at all. 

 

*** 
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